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British Riders compete in Sardinia at the European Working Equitation Championships 
Seven British riders competed recently at the European Working Equitation Championships which were held on 10th-12th October 2008 at the Horse Country Resort in Arborea, Sardinia.  

Teams from Italy, Portugal, Germany, Belgium, Sweden and Great Britain were represented in the senior competition and two individual Austrian riders also took part.  Belgium, Italy and Great Britain also each fielded 3 junior riders, to compete in the junior section.

The British team members, led by chef d’equipe Sherene Rahmatallah, comprised of Holly Barber, riding the 10 year old gelding, Rafa and Alexandra Downing who rode the 7 year old mare Uxaria – both horses are owned by Sue Barber, the proprietor of Pine Lodge School of Classical Equitation.  Sarah Way rode her 11 year old gelding, Ortega and Tori Peter, from Cheshire rode her 8 year old stallion, Sueste.  Individual rider, Marcia Wakeman from Buckinghamshire had to substitute her team horse at the last moment for one of the junior horses.  The junior team riders were Charlotte Lee riding Wee Spot, Natasha Reid riding Vicosa and Holly Barber riding Rafa, all of whom train at Pine Lodge.  All riders have been competing this year in a series of competitions across the UK, organised by the UK ruling body Working Equitation UK,  in preparation for Sardinia.

The equestrian clothing company, Blaze, supported the team by providing the riders with clothing from their Autumn/Winter 2008 range, as well as supplying the group of 35 British supporters with clothing for the championships in Sardinia.   Both British riders and supporters all put on a uniform front in their Blaze clothing.  “The clothes have not only been comfortable for riding but they are also very flattering, especially the white Nintini tops with pink embroidery.  The breeches were also a very good fit and comfortable.  This is important as during the competition, we spend most of the day dressed in them”, said team rider Sarah Way.
The Working Equitation competition consists of a dressage test, a style test (with obstacles), a speed test (with obstacles) and a cattle cutting test.  At the International level, the senior riders must ride with the reins only in their left hand but the juniors can ride with both hands.  This discipline is based on working on farms and in the fields.  Flying changes are required from the horses in the first two phases (flatwork and style with obstacles).  Each country has adapted the rider’s outfit and horse’s tack which should be based on their typical “working dress”.  The Austrians and Germans participated for the first time in this competition and were impeccably dressed in their traditional outfits.  The breeds of horses used in this competition varied and included Maremmas (an Italian breed of small horse), Lusitanos, an Oldenburg, an Appaloosa, Lipizzaners, Barbs and Anglo Arabs.  Apart from the training needed, the horses also need to be agile and bold – horses that you could use in the field for opening gates, crossing over bridges and herding cattle.  This competition brings this outdoor country atmosphere into the confines of an arena which makes it a very popular spectator as well as rider sport.  The cattle test is the final team phase. Most riders managed to cut their cow out of a herd of 20 cows within the time limit of 3 minutes.   
After sitting in 4th position after the flatwork and style tests, a couple of eliminations in the speed round meant that Great Britain dropped their senior team placing to 5th but performed superbly.  “I was very proud of our team in Sardinia.  I have seen all of the riders and horses develop throughout the year at the competitions and to watch them compete in Sardinia was fantastic - we were unlucky this year as one of our team horses was unable to compete but everyone pulled together and we still put forward a very strong image”, said British Working Equitation judge, Paula Keeley.  
The hospitality at Horse Country Resort was excellent – both the equestrian facilities for the horses and the riders’ facilities were first class.  A Sardinian Holy Mass for the horses similar to that of a Horse Man’s Sunday, took place on the morning of the final day, followed by the prize giving.  The prizes were presented by Cesare Croce, President of the Italian Equestrian Federation (FISE) and also Chairman of Regional Group 1 of the FEI.  In the senior section, Great Britain took 5th place with Portugal in 1st place, Italy 2nd and Germany 3rd.  In the junior section, Holly and Natasha took individual Silver medals in the dressage and style (with obstacles) sections giving the junior team an overall Silver medal.
Click here to see photographs of the 2008 European Working Equitation Championships in Sardinia.
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