XII EUROPEAN WORKING EQUITATION CHAMPIONSHIPS, 
PONTE DE LIMA

25TH – 28TH JUNE 2009

The XII European Working Equitation Championships took place in Ponte de Lima, Portugal on 25th – 28th June 2009.The Championships were part of the “Feira do Cavalo”,an equestrian fair with a public attendance of around 100,000.Riders from Portugal, Italy, Belgium, Gt Britain and Swedencompeted for the individual and team titles. Portugal once again took Team Gold at these Championships; the Italian team won the Silver Medal and the British team stood on the podium for the first time, winning the Bronze Medal. 2008 European Champions, Portuguese rider Pedro Torres and Oxidado, retained their Individual Champion title. Portuguese rider Bruno Pica da Conceição riding Trinco won the Individual Silver Medal and Leonel Lopes dos Santos with Saturno won the Individual Bronze Medal.
The highest placed British rider was Helen Barlow riding Sasa (7th); Marcia Wakeman and Tostão were placed 9th overall, Holly Barber and Rafa were 11th and Sean Topsom riding Sagitario, 14th The British team were mounted on 4 purebred Lusitanos. They gave some excellent performances throughout the Championships. The British team were placed 3rd in the dressage and speed sections. In the obstacles (style) they were on top form and surprised the opposition with a 2nd team placing in thissection. Portugal won the obstacles (style); Italy was 3rd. The British riders and horses attended an Intensive training camp with European Working Equitation Champion, João Lynce, near Santarem, before travelling north to Ponte de Lima. This undoubtedly set them up for the performances that were to come.

The dressage tests took place on Thursday 25th June. Pedro Torres came 1st with 76.3%. Marcia Wakeman on Helen McKay’s bay stallion, Tostão was the highest British score - 65.3%. Helen Barlow and Sasa were close behind with 64.7%. The 5 judges at the Championships were Mario Pimental (Portugal), Juan Jose del Valle (Mexico), Paula Keeley (Gt Britain), Monique Van Der Hagen (Belgium) and Massimo Petaccia (Italy).

The obstacle tests were held on Friday 26th June. The artificial surface in the large main arena provided optimum conditions for the competition.Pedro Torres and Oxidado were invincible again, scoring 81.3%. The Portuguese riders took the first 6 places in this section. They were followed by Holly Barber and Helen  Barlow, both of whom rode 70% tests. Marcia’s 68.1% test secured overall team second in this section. The Lusitano was the dominant breed at the Championships – there was however an Arabian and two Maremmas from Italy. The Swedish rider, Cecilia Hansson rode her grand prix  Hannoverian dressage horse – she finished 10th overall at the Championships.
The speed tests were the highlight of Saturday 27th June. This was destined to be a close contest between the Portuguese and the Italians, in particular between Pedro Torres and Fabio Fonterosciani. Pedro Torres was faster by 3 seconds. The course was quite straightforward – the British riders all completed their rounds. Fastest was Helen Barlow with Sasa (10th place), followed by Marcia Wakeman (13th) and Holly Barber (14th).

Sunday 28th June – The day of the cattle test…….an afternoon of surprises awaited the riders. The cattle test was the final event at the Feira do Cavalo. It drew large crowds. The test started well, with the first 4 riders (2 from Portugal, 1 Italian and Holly Barber from Gt Britain) penning their cows without too much difficulty. Then it all changed – the cattle realised that, once out of the holding area, they could give the riders a run for their money. They ran left and right, and then when they were just about to be penned, somehow they found a gap between the horses’ legs and disappeared like quicksilver back to the pack. Suffice to say that is was great entertainment - after the 4th rider, no-one else in the competition managed to pen their cow – not even the mighty Pedro Torres and Oxidado.

So that was Ponte de Lima – a European Championship which will be remembered for a long time to come thanks to the outstanding hospitality, good organisation and friendly atmosphere.

Thanks are due to:

· Sally Anne Brown of Equus Sphere (www.equusshere.com) for sponsoring the red team gilets and t-shirts.The gilets were much admired – we were amicably known as the “strawberries”!
· Chairman Filipe Pimenta and the organising committee of Feira do Cavalo for their excellent hospitality.
· Paula Keeley, the British judge at the Championships, now an established figure on the international working equitation circuit.
· Sue and Mick Barber (Holly’s parents) for their continued support of the working equitation movement, and for assuming the all-important role of team grooms in Ponte de Lima.
· João Lynce for his help at the pre-Championships training camp

· Our ‘team photographer’ Peter Blackman who took the photographs of the Championships in this Update. For many more photos of the Championships and the Feira do Cavalo  see www.peterblackmanphotography.co.uk
· Everyone who travelled from England to support the team – seeing you all in the crowd undoubtedly gave a lift to our riders.

· Last, and not least, the brilliant British team who invested some much time and money into participating at Ponte de Lima. The horses gave their all and their hard work brought them a well-deserved bronze medal – 
congratulations!
Photos (www.peterblackmanphotography.co.uk): top right: Sue & Mick Barber with Mexican judge, Juan Jose del Valle / bottom right: the competitors at the farewell party / top left and bottom left: riders and supporters inside and outside the Sussex Lusitanos stand
