EUROPEAN WORKING EQUITATION CHAMPIONSHIPS, ALMONTE, SPAIN
23RD – 25TH  SEPTEMBER  2005    
 
 A Report by UK Chef d’Equipe Sherene Rahmatallah 
The  2005  European  Working Equitation Championships  took  place  in  Almonte, Spain on 23rd–25th September. The Team Championship was won by the Spanish team, followed by the Portuguese team, then  the  Italian  team  and  finally  the French team.The Individual Championship was won by Ricardo Moura Tavares (with his Lusitano x Quarter Horse Osama BL); second  place  was  taken by  the  Spanish rider Jose Garcia Jarana (riding his Arabian Emirato Arabe),  and  in  third  place  was Portuguese  rider  David  Duarte  Oliveira (riding the purebred Lusitano Mulato).  

 
Working Equitation UK was represented by two riders in the Individual Championships: Alex Downing with Portuguese cruzado Mafioso, and Holly Barber riding the Portuguese cruzado Galan. Their individual performances were a credit to their trainer – Sue Barber, proprietor of Pine Lodge School of Classical Equitation, Norwich. Holly Barber was placed 15th in the Individual Championship, and Alex was placed 22nd.

 The Championships were held in the town of Almonte, near Seville. The showground conditions were basic, and lacked several items necessary to hold the Championships – for example there were no computer scoring system, no proper delineation of the competition arena and, as we were to find out on the first evening of competition, there was no bell to signal the start of the dressage tests!

 The dressage section is the UK’s strongest element – Alex Downing and Mafioso came 12th in this section, beating every member of the Italian and French teams. The dressage section was won by Portuguese rider Ricardo Moura Tavares and Osama BL. In the obstacles section, judged on style, once again Ricardo Tavares was the highest placed rider; Alex Downing was placed 11th and Holly Barber 16th. There was much confusion prior to the start of the this section as several of the obstacles were of incorrect construction; the gate had to be taken down and re-made as it was considered a serious hazard and dangerous for both horse and rider……The speed section was to see the fortune of several riders change, including that of Alex Downing who droppped the rope of the gate and was eliminated. The speed section was won by Italian rider R. Pettorali and Mosquito Bull. The Individual Championship was decided by the end of the Saturday evening; the Team Championship would be depend on the cattle penning test, to take place on the following day, Sunday 25th September.

 It was obvious that the Spanish organisers had billed this  as  the most  important day of the competition – there  were  more  spectators  and   a  real  feeling of expectation. The morning  started with a protest from the  Portuguese  as several of  the  cows  in  the arena had their calves – how could it be fair if a rider picked a number of a cow with a calf? It was decided  that  the calves would not be part of the competition, so the cattle trial could begin..the Spanish performed well, some of  the  Portuguese  riders  showed a  lack  of experience, and the French were disappointing. The undoubted  stars  of  the cattle test were the  Italians; their team work was brilliant, with several outstanding individual performances. The Italians won the cattle test, with Marco Trompettini (right) and his Italian-bred Lusitano mare Sanadi Ombre, achieving the fastest time.       
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 The British Riders & Support Team
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 Individual Working Equitation Championship in Almonte, Ricardo Moura Tavares & Osama BL                         
                      Thanks must go to the support team of Working Equitation UK – ever present to assist the riders and to work their way through the hitches and complications that seem to rear their heads at European Championships……..huge thanks to UK judge Claire Lewis, assistant Paula Keeley, to Sue and Mick Barber, from Pine Lodge School of Equitation, who prepared the riders and their horses so well, and to Sean Topsom for his support. We now look forward to sending a team to the 2006 World Championships next autumn in Portugal. 
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